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ISTORY

This matter comes before the State Athletic Commission (Commission) to determine
whether good cause exists to terminate the boxer-manager contract between Harry Joe Yorgey
(boxer) and James E. Deoria (manager).

On February 21, 2008, both parties participated in a meeting with Commission Executive
Director Gregory Sirb in Philadelphia. The subject of the meeting was the boxer-manager
contract between the parties, signed on February 9, 2006 and effective for a period of three years.
The parties were disputing the career path of boxer Yorgey (now 20-0-1 and 30 years old) and
his manager’s decision not to pursue title fights with a promoter with whom Yorgey wished to be
affiliated. Clause 12 of the boxer-manager contract provides that, in the event of an unresolved
dispute between the boxer and manager, the Commission may intercede in said dispute and all
decisions rendered by the Commission shall be binding on all parties. At the February meeting
with Mr. Sirb, boxer Yorgey sought to have the contract invalidated, while manager Dcoria
sought to uphold thc contract, Mr. Sirb issued a verbal determination upholding the contract on
February 21, 2008, finding that Deoria had used his best efforts to secure remunerative contests
and exhibitions for Yorgey. Mr. Sirb also requested that the parties work together to obtain a
fight for Yorgey within the next 90 days which would be a logical progression for the boxer and
which would advance Yorgey’s career.

By letter dated February 22, 2008, John P. O’Boyle, attorney for boxer Yorgey, requested
a hearing before the full Commission on the ruling issued by Mr. Sirb. A hearing was convened
in the course of the Commission's regularly-scheduled meeting on May 7, 2008." The hearing in

this matter was held in room 303 of the North Office Building, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

' While the Commission met on Monday, February 25, 2008, there was inadequate time to give notice to the parties
in order to have a hearing on this date.




Gregory Sitb, Executive Director of the Commission, presided over the hearing. The
Commission members in attendance included, Charles Bednarik, Chairman; Rudy Battle,
Commissioner tfrom Philadelphia; and Secretary of the Commonwealth, Pedro A. Cortés, ex
officio member of the Commission. Dr. Alan Brackup, Chairman of the Medical Advisory
Board, participated via telephone conference call. Andrew DePaolo, Commissioner from
Pittsburgh, did not participate in the hearing. Commission Counsel Martha H. Brown was
present. Boxer Harry Yorgey was represented by John P. O'Boyle, Esquire and Manager James
Deoria was represented by David Berlin, Esquire. The heaning was stenographically recorded.
The record was closed with filing of the transcript of the hearing on May 23, 2008.% The

Commission now issues this adjudication and order in final disposition of the matter.

? Although the record was not specifically left open for them to do so. both parties submitted post-hearing
memoranda and arguments to the Commission, dated May 12, 2008 (Deoria), May 13, 2008 (Deoria) and May 19,
2008 (Yorgey), Although the Commission reviewed these documents, it finds that they repeat the testimony and
argument made at hearing and add nothing ncw 1o the record before the Commission.







